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12 SETC Host City Undergoes
Riverfront Revival
The Chattanooga Choo Choo city cleaned
up its act to become a 21st Century cultural
and economic center.
by Laurie Perry Vaughen

Cover
Chattanooga’s Walnut Street Bridge is shown at night (Photo by Chattanooga
Area CVB). Bottom (left to right): Josh Ruben is Cratchit and Dick Ramsey is
Scrooge in Chattanooga State Repertory Theatre’s production of Rex Knowles’
musical comedy spoof, The Nutcracker Christmas Carol ; William Visher is
shown in Five Guys Named Moe (Photo by Brad Cansler) and Tim Forsythe
and Jeannie Holder appear in Oklahoma! (Photo by Brad Cansler), both
presented by Chattanooga Theatre Centre. Cover art design by Laura Thomas
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A new actor training program, modeled on the prestigious New Actors
Workshop, is attracting aspiring actors to the Tennessee mountains.
by Becki Jordan
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Theatres’ Attract Participants, Audience
Members for Family-Oriented Plays
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Wanted: Professionals as Role Models

32 Words, Words, Words...
Don Wolfe reviews Born in a Trunk…Just
outside the center door fancy by Billy “Toby”
Choate in this regular column on books.
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A reader responds to last issue’s rant on bios.
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Could Your Theatre Uncover Some Funds?

How the Springer Opera House Became
the First Theatre to Produce Jimmy
Carter’s ‘The Little Baby Snoogle-Fleejer’

A President Takes the Stage

Rochelle Elman urges directors not to look
down on educational theatre.

Teresa Longberg shares her theatre’s
experience in developing an “apparently
nude” calendar for fundraising.

6 Outside the Box:
Design/Tech Solutions

Tricia L. Thelen describes how she created a
“pop-up room” to expand a set’s possibilities.

Now You See It…Now You Don’t!
Build a Pop-up Room to Extend Your Set

Church-supported theatres draw wide segments
of the community in Chattanooga.
by Nikki C. Hasden

16 Dinner and a Show:
Your Guide to Cuisine and Entertainment
Discover the best places for fast food, fine dining
and local entertainment at SETC 2004.
by Laurie Perry Vaughen

18 Chattanooga Theatre Centre:
Swimming in a Sinking Cultural
and Economic Era
With a budget of nearly $1 million and 14 paid
staffers, Chattanooga Theatre Centre is not your
typical community theatre – but like many other
theatres it fights an uphill battle for survival.
by Stephanie Bever

The gift of a children’s book leads a Georgia
theatre to a collaboration with former
President Jimmy Carter. Fresh from accept-
ing the Nobel Peace Prize, Carter proves as
diplomatic in resolving questions on the local
stage as in the world arena.
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